
Case Study: Final version

Version of Karine Janssens (University of Ghent, BE) 
Visited by Jean-Marie Filloque (University of Brest, FR)

University Factsheet

Title Ghent University Association
partnership between
- Ghent University
- University College Ghent
- University College Arteveldehogeschool
- University College West Flanders

Location/country Ghent, Belgium

Year when the partnership was founded 2003

Total number of students of the partnership 62.000

Total number of staff of the partnership 11.000

Kind of degrees offered Bachelor (EQF 6)
Advanced Bachelor (EQF 6)
Master (EQF 7)
Advanced Master (EQF 7)
PhD (EQF 8)

Date of the Case Study March 2010

University Title Ghent University

Location/country Ghent, Belgium

Public or private Public

Year when the institution was founded 1817

Number of overall students of the institution 32.000

Degree/non degree Degree students: 32.000
No data available for non degree programs

Number of academic/research and non
academic/administrative staff

Academic/research staff: 4.800
Non academic/administrative staff: 2.300

Number of faculties 11

Kind of degrees offered (if possible including Bachelor (EQF 6)

*The case studies have been written in English by non-native English speakers and, in order to retain the original voice
of the partners, they have not been edited.



EQF) Master & Advanced Master (EQF 7)
PhD (EQF 8)

University Title University College Ghent

Location/country Ghent & Aalst, Belgium

Public or private Public

Year when the institution was founded 1995 (merger of 15 University Colleges, oldest
one founded in 1748)

Number of overall students of the institution 15.000

Degree/non degree Degree students: 15.000
No data available for non degree programs

Number of academic/research and non
academic/administrative staff

Academic: 1.700
Non academic: 800

Number of faculties 13

Kind of degrees offered (if possible including
EQF)

Bachelor & Advanced Bachelor (EQF 6)
Master & Advanced Master (EQF 7)

University Title University College Arteveldehogeschool

Location/country Ghent, Belgium

Public or private Public

Year when the institution was founded 2000 (merger of 4 University Colleges)

Number of overall students of the institution 10.000

Degree/non degree Degree students: 10.000
No data available for non degree programs

Number of academic/research and non
academic/administrative staff

1.000

Number of faculties 10

Kind of degrees offered (if possible including
EQF)

Bachelor & Advanced Bachelor (EQF 6)
Master (EQF 7)

University Title University College West Flanders

Location/country Bruges & Kortrijk, Belgium

Public or private Public

Year when the institution was founded 1995 (merger of 6 University Colleges)



Number of overall students of the institution 5.000

Degree/non degree Degree students: 5.000
No data available for non degree programs

Number of academic/research and non
academic/administrative staff

Academic: 750
Non academic: 100

Number of faculties 7

Kind of degrees offered (if possible including
EQF)

Bachelor & Advanced Bachelor (EQF 6)
Master (EQF 7)

University specific best practices in relation to the 10
Commitments

Commitments Ghent University Association
Public version of the case study

1 Embedding concepts of widening access and
lifelong learning in their institutional strategies

1.1 (association)
5.3 (SWOT)

2 Providing education and learning to a
diversified student population

2 (funding)
4 (target groups)

3 Adapting study programmes to ensure that
they are designed to widen participation and
attract returning adult learners

/

4 Providing appropriate guidance and
counselling services

3.3 (staff)

5 Recognising prior learning 2 (case nr 4 on RPL)
3.3 (staff)

6 Embracing lifelong learning in quality culture /

7 Strengthening the relationship between
research, teaching and innovation in a
perspective of lifelong learning

/

8 Consolidating reforms to promote a flexible
and creative learning environment for all
students

/

9 Developing partnerships at local, regional,
national and international level to provide
attractive and relevant programmes

/

10 Acting as role models of lifelong learning
institution

/
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1 Source: http://www.vlaandereninactie.be/nlapps/data/docattachments/2008-12-08-pvv2008.pdf; 

also see : www.flandersinaction.be  
2 EU15: 11,3%; EU25: 10,3% en EU27: 9,7% 
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3 Presented on 31 January 2003 
4 As approved by the Flemish Government and the Flemish social partners on 14 May 2007.  
5 Flemish Consultation Committee, “Pact 2020” - 19 January 2009 
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